Anterior pretectal nucleus-induced modulatory effects on trigeminal brainstem somatosensory neurons.
This study examined the effects of anterior pretectal nucleus (APT) conditioning stimulation on the activity of 92 functionally identified somatosensory brainstem neurons in the trigeminal (V) subnuclei oralis, interpolaris and caudalis of anesthetized rats. Conditioning stimulation inhibited most of the nociceptive neurons and some of the non-nociceptive neurons; facilitation was observed only in some non-nociceptive neurons. These data indicate that the ATP has modulatory effects on both nociceptive and non-nociceptive V somatosensory neurons.